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Power subsidy on its way

Amitabh Shukla
New Delhi, Septamber B

DELHIITES MAY be spared a hike
in power laciff, Learning ifs les-
00 from last year's political up-
roar over the hike in tariff, the
Delhi government has. de-::dari o

extend subsidy for domestic Cof:

sumers for another 10 months,

Thegovernment has prepared a
Cabinet note, which says-that it
will provide subsidy to the tune of
s TS5 crare from September 15 this
year to July 14, 2007, The note 1s
likely to be put befors the Cottrieil
of Ministers on Monday:

The Cabinel note said that both

the power distribution companies
(three of them) and the govern-
ment woenld equally share the bur-
den of the hike "in the interest of
the domestic conswmers  and
farmers",

The total burdeén is rstimated to
b about Rs 150 crove. However, for
the farmers, the gavernment will
share the entire amnunt of the
subaidy

Since l]terﬂ i no provision of
subsidy for the power sector this

|
year, the government has decided
that the funds would come from
the nongplan expanditure,

The Cabingt natv said that the
government wag committed to
keep the tarifl at the level of 2004-
05, Las! year the povernments
sharein | piwidingsubaidywas Re
86,19 crore.

The decision to provide subsidy
wis arrived at several
rounds of negoriations with the
two Reliance-owned discoms and
NDPJ, The
to pet the 16 per cenl assured re-
turns as the losses have come
down due to anti-theft measures
inifiated by the povernment,

Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit
said that the Delhi Flactricity Reg-
ulatory Oummmsion had written
to the government Lo met its view
on tariff, "We do not want a tariff
hike," she said.

Justifying the decision to ex-
tend the subsidy by another year,
the Cabinet note said that it was
necessary to keep the power irg-
forms on track and provide as:
sured supply to the people ‘af
Delhi. Tronieally, one of the main

discoms will continue:

reasons given for the privatisa.
tien of power distribution was
putting an end to the subsidy the
bawer sector enjoyed all thege
years.

‘Bijli adalat' today

‘NGO, People's Action, in asso-
clation with the All India RWa
Collective, is organising a “bijli
adalat” on Saturday fromm 2:30 pam.
onwards at Jantar Mantar to eval.
uale the complaints against dis-
coms and the government on js-
sues related to power dist bution,
service standard, meter rephce
mentand privatisation.

Justice (retired) Abdul Sattar
threshi, former Judege of the Gu-

Jarat ngh Court and membor of

the Minority Commission, will be
the presiding guest, Former CRI
divector Joginder Singh and omi-
nent actor Roshan Seth will evak;s-
ate the complaints against dis-
coms and the government. Can-
sumer court amicus curiae S0
Sharma has alsa been invited to
attend the proceedings and offer
views on cases related to eon-
sumer rights on this izsoe,

NO HIKE
B The government has

prepared a Cabinet
noke, which says it will
provide power subsidy
of Rs 75 crore from
September 15, 2008, o
July 14, 2007,

® The discoms will shane
an equal amount of
subisicy burden,

B [ronically, one of the
main reasons given for
the privatisation of
power distribution
was putting an end to
the subsidy the power
sector enjoys.




















































































































































