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Forget VIDs. Peop]e ‘Inaugurate’ flyover

RGHT OF WA The Gurgacn-Palam flyover thrown open by the people, for the seople, on Monday
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New Delhi: With a crash, the barricade at the
Rao Tularam Marg-Palam flyoverfell to the
aronnd. ‘Chal De.” someone cried. It was 6,10
on Monday evening. nspired by a TOI report
which quoted supercop Kiran Bed: question-
ing the delay in opening the flvover, recalling
how she had got the Zuart bridge opened in sim-
Har circumstances m Goa, people seized the
initiative and declared the flvover “open”.

It was an unprecedented move. A crowd of
over a handred gathered atthe foot of the -
overnear Vasant Vihar chanted shlokas, broke
a coconut and cut a ribbon — and then, they
dedicated the flvover to the people.

Tais wake-up call to the authorities came
after an endless wait for politicians to maugu-
rate “he flvover,

Tae cops and National Highways Authori-
ty of India (MHAT did attempt to prevent the
opering. Entry to the flvover from -he Vasani
Vihar road was blocked by huge concrete bar-
ricades (welghing about two tons each). At cer-
tain ooints, there were two layers which could
only be removed by cranes,
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