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Soon, go green when shopping

ALTERNATIVE TO PLASTIC BAGS

Manoj Sharma
New Delhi, January 19

YOU ARE eco-conscious
and want to reduce your
carbon-footprint, but find it
pretty inconvenient to car-
ry a bag when you go shop-
ping. So, you end up bring-
ing home all vour purchas-
es in plastic bags.

But now you run the risk
of a jail term or fine or both
as the Delhi government re-
cently notified a ban on
“use, storage and sale”
of plastic bags under
Environment Protec-
tion Act. But do not
worry. Soon you could

cost-lree solution.

People’s Action, a
city-based adwvocacy |
group, on Monday un- |
veiled a proposal |
called E-Bags Ex-
change, a scheme un-
der which it will pro-
vide retailers eco-
friendly bags free of
cost,

b
have an eco-friendly and {

The retailers can  sell
these cloth bags — available
for Rs 5, 10, 15, 20, depending
on the size — to customers
who can return these bags
and get a refund whenever
they want.

“The project takes into ac-

count practical difficulties of
environment, Retailers
whom we plan to sign up as
partners will offer their cus-
tomers a pay back guaran-
tee,” said Sanjay Kaul, presi-
dent of People's Action.
The group has already
filed a patent for the
process based on circu-
lation

Jute bags

Long lasting, eco-
friendly, re-usable

methodology. These E-bags
(exchange bags) can be iden-
tified with a bar-coded tag

stitched to them.

Cloth bags
Sturdy, re-usahle,
light to carry

The group is in talks with
Mother Dairy, Big Bazaar,
Subhiksha and other retail-
ars in this regard. People’s

Synthetic bags

Can be easily fold-
ed, light to carry

Paper bags

Very cheap and
easily available

Action also plans to rope in
resident welfare associations
(RWAs) with a view to popu-
larising the scheme with res-
idents and local retailers.

'
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GLOBAL BAG BOOM

The trend of “going green™ — living life in an environment
friendly way - is fast catching on across the globe. In the US, the
growing popularity of reusable bags has become a social phe-
nomenon. No wonder big retailers such as Whole Foods, a natu-
ral foods giant, dropped plastic bags and switched to paper
bags. Now, it stocks only reusable bags at its stores, with prices
starting at 79 cents for a medium shopping bag to $25 for an
organic cotton tote.

“We will closely work with
RWAs to encourage residents
to nse these bags,"” said Atul
Goel, president of United
RWAs Joint Action (URJA).
The group also plans to
outsource the making of
these bags to the families of
Blueline bus victims and
wormen of JJ clusters,
i mtimes.com
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RWA group pushes for
‘bag exchange’ project

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MEW DELHL JANUARY 19

AN RWA group isseeking to patent
an eco-friendly bag usage system al-
ter plastic bags were banned in
Delhi.

Working on the assumption that
customers would not like to carry
their own bags after the govern-
ment ban on plastic bags, People’s
Action, a confederation of RWAs,
has approached Mother Dairy and
retail chains Big Bazaar and Sub-
hiksha to adopt its “bag exchange”
programme,

As part of the “e-bag exchange
project”, customers while making
their purchases will also purchase a
bag. They will, however, be able to
return the bag(s) and get a full re-
fund.

People's Action isready to supply
cloth bags for the system, which
they claim will be free of cost for
both consumers and retailers, “We
are working on the assumption that
people would not like to carrya bag
with them when they go for shop-
ping. Instead, the retailer will stock
the bagsand give the customer a re-
fund when he or she returns the
bag. The bags will thus be circu-
lated,” Sanjay Kaul of People’™s Ac-
tion said.

“We are in talks with Mother
Dairy for implementing this system.

Government
notifies hazardous
w aste rules

The Delhi Government has
notified Hazardous Waste
Rules. As perthis, any person
who meets with an accident
relating to hazardous waste
can gel compensation from
the deputy commissioner.
Highly toxicindustries, like
leather tanning and steel
making, are not allowed 10
function in the eity. According
to the Dethi Pollution Control
Committee, |53 industrial
units in Delhi have submitted
bank guarantees of Rs 13,375
crore in order to comply with
the Hazardous Waste Rules.

They are very supportive of the
idea. We applied for a patent for the
idea last September,” Kaul said.

The bags would be priced at
Rs 10, 15, 20 and 25 and will come
with an attached price tag. The
group plans lo rope in wives of
Blueline bus drivers for making the
cloth bags.

Customers will, however, pay for
the bagin case itstorn.
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